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Introduction

Introduction

Reeds are the bane of many a piper. Finding good
ones, making them work, and keeping them working
have befuddled every piper from time to time.

I hope ta show you same reed strateqies and tactics
that have been successful for me. Improving the
sound of vour bagpipe can make an enormaus
difference in your enjoy ment of piping and others
perceptions of yau as a player.

T e 1 o8 TR It Y
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Drone Reeds

Drone Reeds

Four Major Types:
iZane - raditional -- Ankiquiky
Plastic Bodw | Cane Tongue (i.e, Ross) -- 1985
all-Plastic {i.e. shepherd) -- 1995
“Wood” Body | Plastic Tongue (j.e, YWhgent) -- 1996

Built-In Harmony - they're nok there bo annoy wou!
Three Drones - bolerate nothing less.
Patience and Practice!l!

s L
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Cane Drone Reeds (“Cane”)

Cane Drone Reeds (“Cane”)

Sound: ‘Warm, mellow, harm onicdly rich.

uUtility: Infinitely configurable - bridles, hars, bending, Aexdng,
seaking, sizing,

Reliability: Decreases dramatically with tem perature and humidity
Fluchaations.,

Target: odvanced players looking for that “fine” sound.

Coskt: Expensive - many are called, few are chosen, Life-span is
aften limited (oskeoporosis),

Avail ability: Many reedm ders worldwide, Mokables include
Mchulty, McPhee, Wakson, Lumsden, Sharp, etc,

s L
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Plastic Body / Cane Tongue Drone Reeds (“Ross”)

Plastic Body/ Cane Tongue Drone
Reeds (“Ross”)

Sound: Rich, wery cane-like (Victoria Pdice),

Utility: “ery configurable. Hemp bridles, elaskics, hairs, bending,
plug length (Ross), very cane-like,

Reliability: Ross kend to warble | stop as moisture beads on
tongue, Cairns less affected due bo marinaed tongue, Designed ko
play dry (sheepskin, Ross bag, waker trap).

Target: Band or solo. Require some fussing, NOT plug-n-play.
iZan deliver professional -level sound.

Cost: Reasonable - low compared ko Wygent-type, Long life
{wears), But not 100%: good-reed ratio.

Avail ability: Geoff Ross, Cairns/Indian, (Champion®)

s L
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All-Plastic Drone Reeds (“Shepherd”)

All-Plastic Drone Reeds
(“Shepherd”)

Sound: Hollow, somewhat *artficial®, Werywloud,

Utility: Few configuration options - bridles tend bo be hard to work
wikth and extremely sensitive to the slightest movement, Shoks
retrofithed tight electrical tape instead of bridles (noke improved
1998 drones).

Reliability: Little affected by clim atic changes.
Target: Band plavers. May nok be vour best choice For solo.
Cost: Inexpensive - hough do they all worlky?

Avail ability: Made by R.T. Shepherd & Son, many vendaors
worldwide,

s L
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Wood Fiber Body / Plastic Tongue Drone Reeds (“Wygent”)

Wood Fiber Body / Plastic Tongue
Drone Reeds (*“Wygent”)

Sound: Very Good, Canbe somewhat loud by defaulk,

uUtility: “ery good - bridles for strength and pitch (but sensitive).
Tuning screw (pibch) a real plus, Wide wariety of inserdon length
into drone {pikch),

Reliability: LitHe affected by climatic changes due ko m skerids
used, Plug-n-Play with some break-in req.

Target: Universal - band [ solo, dl grades,
Cost: Expensive - BUT wou get three good reeds For wour $54%.

Avail ability: “Wogent (the original), Henderson Harmoanic (plaskic),
Ezee-Drone Further refinem enks, MacMurchie,

s L
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Drone Reed lllustrations

Drone Reed lllustrations
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Selecting Drone Reeds

Selecting Drone Reeds

The key is to bdance thres factars o come up with arich,
harm oniou s, and skeady drone sound;

Pitch

Strength

Timbre
iZane: Pick reeds with a nice unblemished color, straight, clean.
Replace or adjust wrapping if necessary ho snugly fit wour drones,

Reed should wibrate and sound freely when blown in mouth, Pick
those of & uniform pitch and skrength.

Zane: For high-pitched chanters and | or old drones - wou may nesd
thinmer reeds, Mention this when mail-ordering.

Cane | Ross: Replace factory bridles with firm black-waxed bridle at
the split. Add a dental elastic For Flexibility and mellowing.

s L
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Blowing in Drone Reeds

Blowing in Drone Reeds

Use a kuner set ko the appropriate pitch o get an idea of their
general kuning area, outside of the pipe.

iZane | Rioss: Replace factory bridle with black-waxed hem p bridle
for stability, then add a dental dastic For fine-tuning and mellowing,

Whgent: Patience - they may kake more air at first, Reporkedly
require som e hours of blowing in before mellowing.

Replace one reed at a time if possible,

Plaw & Frsk with chanter corked ko kest uniformity, strength, and
tuning a&ea. Then add chanter. Adjust as needed to keep from
stopping.

General tip: kesp wour LOUDER tenor on the outside (if of differing
wolumes),

s L
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Drone Troubleshooting: General

Drone Troubleshooting: General

Keep them dry. A wakerkrapis a MUST.

Zlean the reeds out occasonally - get rid of stray fibers and other
accum ulated rubbish, Trim “flash® From tongues (cane).

Keep wour drone bores clean and unobstrucked.

Keep them in the pipes bebween sessions, Ensure thak thew're
Firmn Iy seated and well-hemped.

iZane (and Ross): keep bridles frm buk nok over-tight,
Experience and patience are paramount,
Hone wour diagnostic skills -- be a “wekerinarian™,

TEST wour reeds before plaving each day, &djust strength and
pitch as needed.

s L

Slide 11 of 41

http://www.toneczar.com/reeds/sld011.htm [3/14/2001 8:41:50 PM]


http://www.toneczar.com/reeds/index.htm
http://www.toneczar.com/reeds/www.serve.com/cowpb/chamilton.html
http://www.toneczar.com/reeds/tsld011.htm

Drone Troubleshooting: Reed Stops (Cutting Out)

Drone Troubleshooting: Reed
Stops (Cutting Out)

iZause: Bridle koo Far down on tongue, chanter too skiff, & reed that
iz on the werge of stopping will NOT skay seady,

Generd Solution: Mowve the bridle up.,

iZane | Ross: Re-ie hemp bridle, perhaps further up; move elastic
bridle up.

iZane | Ross: Insert hair under tongue, Adjust bridle | elastic,
Zane | Ross: Bend tongue to more open posiktion -- “training” the
kongue”,

Ross: Tie additional bridle where tongue is &fixed to “pop® tongue
up. Check that tongue is digned w] body,

iZane: Paper dip inside reed, under tongue - lift, {bass)
Bass: check reed alignment - not touching side of skock.,

s L
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Drone Troubleshooting: Difficult Strike-In (Squealing)

Drone Troubleshooting: Difficult
Strike-In (Squealing)

iZause: Bridle is koo tight, bongue is curved upward too sharply,
Reedis choked, Can also lead to unsteady whiney bone,

iZane | Ross: Re-tie hemp bridle, loosening andjor adjusking
posiion {up),
Move bridle up a bit, take pressure off tongue.

iZane | Ross: straighten bongue curvature via insertion of Ehin knife

blade, makchstick, et al under mid-point of tongue and soften or
Flatben the bend.

Ross: Tongue is bwisted weraas flat barrel, Straighten as above,

Bass: Reversetongue bass often cures all, Some bass drones ae
wery suscephble ko this,

s L
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Drone Reed Tongue Manipulation

Drone Reed Tongue Manipulation

Bending the tongue open

I | S ——

Clozing the tongue down

S -
) 2l
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Drone Troubleshooting: Excessive Air Consumption

Drone Troubleshooting:
Excessive Air Consumption

_adse: Tongue boo open.,

Zlose down the kongue wia moving bridle down. (Cane | Ross -
elaskic bridle)

Remove hair if present,

Zane | Ross: straighten bongue curvature via insertion of thin knife
blade, matchstick, et al under mid-point of tongue and reverse
bend.

Make sure air is nok ledking amywhere (i.e., from the plug end or
from uneven blades),

s L
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Drone Troubleshooting: Tuning Too Low (flat)

Drone Troubleshooting: Tuning
Too Low (flat)

Zause: Reed or drone is boo flak | oo open.
iZheck wour chanter pitch - it may be too sharp.
Move the bridle down, Mayw cause reed to shop,
Push the reed further into the reed seat,

Whgent: Push the ning screw futher into the reed (but you lose
some mellowness),

Ross: Use the long plugs.

Ideal posibon: just above the hermp line b about 1) 2-way up the
hermp. Bass botham is generally lower (Grainger very low by
default).

Som e drones kune chronically low - wvou m ay need smaller reeds,

s L
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Drone Troubleshooting: Tuning Too High (Sharp)

Drone Troubleshooting: Tuning
Too High (Sham)

iZause: Reed or drone is too sharp,
iZheck vour chanter pitch - it may be oo Aat,

Move the bridle up, May cause reed to be too loud or kake too
rmuch ar.

Pull the reed Further out from the the reed seat,
Wwgent: Turn baning scres further out From the reed,
Foss: Use the short plugs.

Ideal posibon: just above the hermp line b about 1) 2-way up the
hermp For tenors,

Som & drones kune very high on pins by defaulk, Som e have wery
lang kuning pins (MacLeod).

s L
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Drone Reeds - Miscellaneous Maintenance

Drone Reeds - Miscellaneous
Maintenance

Dr+ing
Pipe cleaner or small brush

Blow moisture ouk of reed, then dry with brush, Allow koo Air-
dry after inkense soaking.

Cleaning
Pipe cleaner or small brush, sharp knife for cane tongues,

iZane; Blow out burs, splinkers, ekc, *ia holding tongue partially
closed and blowing hard through open end, then brushing.
Trim edges of the blades to remove “stiday™ pieces.,

airkightness
Zane; check wax seal on end - cane there is porous,
Whegent bype: Teflon kape on tuning screw to sed leaks,
Foss kype: ensure that plug is frmly inserted,

s L
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Chanter Reeds

Chamter Reeds | .

Three Major Types:
Streamlined Body
Usually maore malleable - extra wood and robist construction,
Shepherd, Macallister
Beveled Body

Thin blade tops can reduce malleakility, Sometimes more plug-re
play than the shapedfmalded reeds.

Warnods, Megariby-Ross
Plastic (JanRye) - not ready for prime bime

& little guts makes for a longer life and better sound.
Patience and Practice!l!

s L
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Selecting Chanter Reeds

Selecting Chamter Reeds

The key is o balance thres Fackors bo come up with a rich bright
chanter sound:

Pitch
Strength
Timbre
Pick reeds that look well-m ade, robust,
Replace or adjust hemp wrapping to snugly fit in wour chanter,

Should wibrate and sound freely (“crow ™) when blown in mouth,
(May need a bit of moisture o prime i),

Test them in wour chanker or a similar modd if wou can,. The acid
test is with the drones - noke imperfections show up better,

Leave room For warking and weakening them - they're easy ko
weaken, but hard to strengthen, (Meave some wood on therm ™)

s L

Slide 20 of 41

http://www.toneczar.com/reeds/sld020.htm [3/14/2001 8:42:01 PM]


http://www.toneczar.com/reeds/index.htm
http://www.toneczar.com/reeds/www.serve.com/cowpb/chamilton.html
http://www.toneczar.com/reeds/tsld020.htm

Blowing in Chanter Reeds

Blowing in Chanter Reeds

Remove the tape on wour chanter - skark with a clean slake.

Pinch the blades to bring the reed to a manageable shength.
Muoisten the reed slightly to *prim &” ik, INITIAL session only,
Don't owersirk ko get inskank high pitch - flamess is tolerable here,
Zork or stop wour drones - direct all dr to the chanter,

Plawy a Few seks, whatever you can manage.,

The reed may sound good at first, then open up and Aaten. Pinch
it again, sand it (SLIGHTLY) if necessary,

Flay a few more seks, repeat the above process, Bring in the
drones if | when wou can (without shukking off).,

Repeat over several days, mavbe a week, Raise pitch as needed,
Fine kune individual notes as needed with well-kuned drones,
Patience - a gradually broken-in reed delivers longesity | skabiliby,

s L
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Chanter Troubleshooting - General

Chamter Troubleshooting -
General

Keep them dry. A wakerkrapis a MUST.

Store the chanter [ reed in a “dry stock” or “chanter cap® This
protects ik, keeps it drier, and awoids constant re-setting.,

Keep wour chanter bore and Angerholes clean and unobstrucked,
Keep the reed Firm v seakted and well-hemped,

Experience and patience are paramount,

Hone wour diagnostic skills -- be a “wekerinarian™

TEST wour reed before plaving each day,  Adjust strength and pitch
as needed.

Find a good reedmaker and get ko know his products,

s L
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Chanter Troubleshooting - Too Hard to Blow

Chanter Troubleshooting - Too
Hard to Blow

iZause: Blades too open; blades too thick; reed is leaking.

Pinch | squeezs the reed: & the soundbox For heawy weakening; at
the upper blades for less dramatic weakening, Careful - pitch will
tise, Ewentual goal is to “train® the blades ko adopk a more closed
position, Advanktage: undo capabiliky,

Sanding: use wery fine sandpaper - taue wood off the upper
blades, SPARIMGLY!

Scraping: use a sharp knife and “stroke” the wood off - from
soundbox o upper blades with “molded” reeds,

MOTE: Beveled reeds do not allow much sanding | scraping -
pinching is wour best apkion.,

Some pipers use a dental elastic bridle (like on a drone reed).
Zareful - wou can't put the wood back on,

s L
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Chanter Troubleshooting - Too Easy to Blow

Chanter Troubleshooting - Too
Easy to Blow

iZause: Blades too closed; blades too thin,

open the reed (spreading the blades):  at the sides of the blades,
sgueeze them open (wider ellipse), Very had to do with a beveled
reed,

Open the staple, using a mandrel.

Drastic: chop a kiny sliver off the top edge of the reed.  This will
also sharpen the reed considerably.

A koo-easy reed can be very difficult bo control and blow steady
robust kone,

s L
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Chanter Troubleshooting - Overall Too Sharp or Too Flat

Chamter Troubleshooting - Overall
Too Sharp or Too Flat

SHARP: resd too Fa in kthe seat, reed too closed [ too easy.,
Raize the reed in the seat,

Dampen the reed slight by (terporarny Fix],
Cpen the blades up (iFits boo easy to blow],

FLAT: re=d too high in the seat, reed hoo open.
Sirk, the reed in the seat,
Dry the reed out iF its damp,

Pirch the blades tagether (i its too hard to blow),
Feed may be too long overall - tip can be chopped (drastic),

If wou have to remove andfor re-wrap some of the hem p, enaare
that the staple is covered - bare metal on wood is not good!

s L
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Chanter Troubleshooting - “Collapsing F”

Chamter Troubleshooting -
“Collapsing F”

iZause: Reed sunk koo far in, dam p, boo open, Often occurs at less
than 100% pressure, but disappears when blown ook Fully,

Unfortunate side-effect of modern chanter design - reeds musk be
sunk desply to achieve the current high bright pitch,

Dilemma: Cften can’t correct above problems without affecting rest
af the scale,

Solutions:

Tie a hermp bridle arourd the sourd box, Mok boo tight, not too loose -
juet emough to apply a corsistent gertle pressire. Do not use an
elastic - toomuch pressure,

The sual - pinchthe soundbaox 2 Bit, dry the reed, raise it in the seat,
Wirat ch wour Bowing,
Drastic - chop the tip of the reed ofF - cther side effed s, of course,

s L
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Chanter Troubleshooting - Scratchy High A

Chamter Troubleshooting -
Scratchy High A

iZause: Reed is underblown, wood boo thick. ak kips of reed.
This is MOT the proper noke, though som e pipers do prefer ik,

Solukion:

Sand [very lighthy) the tips of the blades - this thins the "High & are a®
so it vibrates more Freely, Dont cverdait,

Weaken the reed overall by pinching.
Make sure vou're blowing the reed out Al pressure,
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Chanter Troubleshooting - Individual Notes Out of Tune

Chamter Troubleshooting -
Individual Notes Out of Tune

Cause: Air column boo shork (sharp) or too long (A at) for that noke
in that chanter with that reed. May or may not be chronic.
Sharp Solution: Lengthen the air column wia the use of tape,
Start insmall inorements, dheck the note against the dromes,
Keep your bape fresh, and keep spare tape close at hand,

Excessive baping cowfdbe a sign of 2 Aawed setup - ey adjisting the
reed (patticdarhy the wrapping [ seating] instead,

hed: the bore For cbstraction,
Flat Solubon: Shorken the air column.

Try sinking the reed - often Fixes indvidual notes without unduly
affecting the cthers,

Carving individual chanter holes, “DANEER WILL ROBINSON ",
Dont bey this willy=rilly, seelk the advice of an expert, Canbe vary
effective, bk can alsoruina decert dharter,
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Tuning - General

Tuning - General

Tuning is the art (science?) of bringing all of wour reeds into
harmony -- 474 [ 237 | 1185 Hz for example, and each noke on the
chanter at pleasing inkervals.

Tuning is a learned skill, Som e are better at it than others, but
practice and patience can enable most to produce a reasonably
pleasing sound,

Lisken to the sound wawves. ‘When not in tune, thesy will clash with
one anokher, producing a “beating® effect - the Faster the beat, the
further out of tune, The beating slows as tuning gets closer,
stopping ("locking in™) when the waves ae synchronized.

Don't allow wourself to play on untuned pipes - its bad for your
piping development, it's bad for “our® public image.

Lean good tone and haning by listening bo the gods and demi-gods
af piping. “Watch, listen, and lean.
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Chanter Tuning -- Solo

Chamter Tuning - Solo

Everything revalves around Low & and the drones, (Chicken-and-
&g situation here, but the chanter is easiest to tune when wour
drones are in perfect kune with Low &),

Learn the intervals bebween the nokes, the proper sound of each
noke, Fix this in wour head, and use that & wour reference,

et the overall pitch right first, then skart adjusting individual notes
wis-3-wis wour Low &,

Lisken to the clashing sound waves aganst the drones - thesy will
disappear (roll inko a smooth harmony) when the noke is in une.
Som e notes are particularly hard - *F* For exam ple,

Use a “tuning phrase” to check notes in a fun and musical manner,
Make one up, adopk one vou like (they're rovalky-free).
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Drone Tuning -- Solo

Drone Tuning - Solo

Fevalyes around the Low &, Tenor drones are one ockave beow
Low &, Bass drone is bwo ockaves below,

The sound waves from the three drones will clash *throb™ or
“bea™) against one another if they're nok in sync,

Skart with just the outside kenaor, Tune this o Low A, Hold High &
(D works boo, but |less pleasing) with your left hand while wou
adjusk the drone with the right, Ched: against Low & frequenty,

Do MOT tune ko a one-handed E. This is a false noke (E Flat).

Bring in the bass drone, Tune it to the outside tenor,  Lisken for the
deep throbbing ko disappear -- for the sounds ko converge.

Bring in the middle tenor drone and blend it with the other bwo,
#gain, frequentdy check Low & - this is wour “tonic” noke,
Eventually goal - minimizing stopping and skarting of the drones.
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Drone Tuning -- Solo (cont.)

Drone Tuning — Solo (cont.)

PiM John Wilson: *Drones arent much harder to tune than a radio,
it jusk takes a litkle practce and patience,”

Timing: the dones will change in and of themselves, and versus
the chanter as wou play, Retuning is natural and expected,
Eventually {15-20 minutes or s0) they'll begin ko setHe. Tuning will
be easier, in smaller increments, and they1l stay steadier,

Without good mainkenance, precise tuning is impossible,

watch wour blowing - keep it uniform. Don’t underblow when
kuning - a wery common problem . Drones ouk as soon as wou play,
Solo Com pebbon: Dont skart bo play with obsdously out-of-tune
drones, Make an effort - judges appreciake that, Conversely,
grossly extended tuning imes can be annoving and unprofessional
Key: settle the instrum ent, but don’t subject the judges and
audience to a tune-athon,
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Chanter Tuning - Band

Chanter Tuning - Band

one chankter should be selecked as the “master”, by consensus of
the PMPS, etc. Should be on-pitch with an accorate scale, Play a
Few tunes as a band frst - dlow the reeds to warm up and settle,
Tune drones wia the meter to smookth he sound,

Makch the resk of the chanter s one-by-one to this moaster via the
“piper’s scale” (E-B-4A, etc.). Low A's can be verified via the meter,
ionce-around, getting the okthers “in the ballpark” - on-pitch, Badly
ouk-of-kune notes correched, Leawve the drones QN while doing this
(=0 the pressure does not change, which could alker chanter pitch).
Play some more, Fine tune individual nokes as needed. Reeds in
dry stocks while taking a break. - control the Aattening.

Dont panic -- they will Aaten when wou kake a break, Blow them
back on-pitch - plan wour ime accordingly.
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Chanter Tuning - Band (cont.)

Chanter Tuning - Band (cont.)

Take severe cases aside o deal with separately while keeping the
rest of the band plaving and occupied - don't waste time,

Do MNOT overplay on the day of the contest - peak on the field.
Play 10 minutes, stop For a bit, play again, etc, Maonitar yaour
situation and kme wour warm -up and kuning activities accordingly,

Hawve a supply of “hok spares” -- Hown-in reeds pre-set in spare
chanters. Plug them in and go,
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Drone Tuning - Band

Drone Tuning - Band

Meter highly recommended - Korg CA&-20 or Ca-10,

Tune the drones of your masker chanter, Calibrate the meter ko the
tenors, Werify against the chanter (Low &),

Band plays, one person (someone with a good ear) circles around,
tuning dl drones ko the jusk-calibr ated frequency. Listen as well -
don't just read the meter. Learn to work in tandem (earfm achine),
Reped, etc, as perform ance draws nigh, Recalibrake as nesded.

Individual pipers can be tuned while chanter-tuning kakes place (no
waskted time - *saturabion buning®™), Cutside kenor ia the meter,
bass and second tenor by ear, double-check with meter,

MOTE: Korg CA series - set bo “Manual” and use A-sharp (CA-10) or
B-Aak (CA-20). CA-10 must be recalibrated after power-off, Ch-20
retans calibration on power-off,
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Electronic Tuners

Electronic Tuners

fdppeared lake 1970s -- Professor Y am ane (Japanese piper and Korg
emploves) -- sage pioneered by Ed Meigh, Guelph Pipe Band, in
iZanada in the lake 705 | early 80s,

Zritics sneered at fir s, now almost universally accepted, The
Strathclyde Police is one of the Few Grade 1 holdouks,

Qrigind “Bagpipe Tuner” disconktinued years ago, hough shll in
dernand among pipers. Most use a generic “Chrormatic” tuner,

Tuners a & generally for band drone tuning, and of limited use For
chanter tuning, excepk for determining wour pitch wersus “stand ard™
Low &, Alsogreat For chanker pitch “spot checks” in the band.

Som enne in the band {piper) should becom e skilled in its use.,

Should be viewed as an aid to buning, not a panacea, Its skrength
i the ability to produce a uniform blended drone sound in a band
environm ent, It is nok a substitute for developing wour own ear,
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Electronic Tuners (cont.)

Electronic Tuners (cont.)

2riginal: large format with analog needle (460-480 Hz), Thanter
scale included - calibrated ho Searmus Macheill’s “standard”, Able o
produce tones in chanker, tenor, and bass octaves.

a4T-2: probably the most numerous, Sold many in 1980s/1990s,
Smaller, analog needle. Some form atked For pipes, others simple
chromatic tuners, Some wariants confusing ko oper ake.

DT-3: Flak silver Format, LED lights only, 1996, Can be cdibrated
ko khe Low A of a chanter, Ukiliby ham pered by low sisibiliky in
sunlight, and inability of meter to *hear” some bass drones,

ZA-10: palm-sized box, 1995, Calibrates to tonic note, Black LED
digital “nesdle” form &, Pitch adjustable versus A-440,
Breakthrough price of under $25.

ZA-20: lakest model - improved CA-10. Smaller, has memaory for
last calibrated pitkch. Wery inexpensive -- < $20.
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Miscellaneous ...

Miscellaneous ...

Wery Hat Dry Day - Crushed Ice in the bag (non-Ross) can provide
sorme critical moisture content to keep reeds From stopping, With a
Ross bag, remove som e kitky litker from the canisters instead.
Warm wour chanter reed bebwesn thumb and Farefinger for a few
seconds for a quick pikch rise,

You'd be amazed at the difference a simple re-wrapping (and
subsequent re-seating) of the chanter reed hemp can make - in
pitch, Bmbre, and accuracy of scale, Try this before giving up!
Zheck, wour reeds before wou play - correct any problem areas
BEFORE wour warm-up | blow-in Bme (drones stopping, chanter too
hard, etc.). In front of the judge or in the circdle is no time foe this,
Learn wour own instrurnent’s blow-in Grme bo reach optirmum pitch,
tone, and seadiness, Give wourself plenty of time: play [ rest |
play, Know when vou're on and have the pipe at its pedk.,
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Final Thoughts

Final Thoughts

This is an expensive hobby, Expect to spend som e money if wou
want top quality, IF wou want to save money, buy a kazoo,

Hone wour diagnostic skills -- be a “weterinarian®, The reeds can't
tell wou what's ailing them - wou need to diagnose and ack,

Without proper maintenance of the instrument {wrapping,
seasoning, deaning) wou will ALWAYS struggle with wour pipes,

The Last Word ...

The Big Payoff -- You can't impress the audience and win
consistently without a good pipe sound. This doesnt guarantes
wickory, bk the lack of it will guarantee defeat,
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Resources: a non-exhaustive list of Quality Reedmakers

Resources: a non-exhaustive list
of Quality Reedmakers

Mark VWvgend -- Symohe Doome and Chadber Reels
46 Sadler Drime, Clristiana, P, 1TA08 9705
Phuxe -- (610) 503-5358 . Web -- hitp: frammrmergert com!
Cobin Caimns / Tain Indian - Syrodfhoetic Dirone Reeds
Wb -- Tty P coemailcom aat-riakoed!
Mepariiy-Ross -- Cane Charda and Drone Reeds
Prore -- (9497 460-0325 Weh - Jtp:frmmr megros o om!
R.T. Shepherd £ 5Sm -- Cane Charoder and Parie Toone Reels
Wb -- hop Sékpace Al pipes com Sheplerd bagpipes/
Chris Apps -- Cane Charda and Drone Reels
72 Sonth Street, Tillivgbam , Sonthm ireter, Eazenr CIH0 TTH, ENGL A
VL -- hop Shmmrappareeds dem g ook
Colin MacLdlan -- Cane Chader and Teone Reeds

T-5325 0°Coamnar Street, Otama, OF E1S SR CATATLWA,
Prore -- (G135)12034-1226, Weh -- hitp: s luam retiege orge Lo nddim 1
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Tone Vote

Tone Vote

Listen ko the following com binaions of drone reeds and chanters,
and rank them in preference order. In each case the drones ae
MacDougdl, and the chanter reeds are Shepherd.

Shepherd plastic chanker, ‘Whygent Synthe-Drone Reeds
Gibson wooden chanker, Wygent Synthe-Drone reeds
Shepherd plastic chanker, Cairns | Indian drone reeds

Gibson wooden chanter, Cairns | Indian drone reeds
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