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The Chanter
Nine Notes.   How Hard Can It Be?

Chanter Fingering - The Short Version  

The thumb hole is covered/closed on all of the notes EXCEPT High A
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Chanter Fingering:   The Long Version 
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Notes from Every Other Note
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More fingering exercises, introduction to grace noting and 
welcome to Rhythmic Fingerwork 

Jim McGillvary’s Rhythmic Fingerwork is mostly for players beyond the beginner stage 
but it does have some useful information for the beginner.   Read Chapter 1, ignoring for the 
moment content that doesn’t make sense, e.g., “I have discovered that difficulty with a 
doubling or a grip or a taorluath . . .” (p. 4) but pay attention to his more general comments, 
such as “manageable components,” practicing, and metronomes.   

Then try to work through pages 10 - 13.   These are similar to the exercises in these 
materials.   Pay particular attention to Exercise #5, as it introduces a rhythm pattern common 
to many pipe tunes, the dotted 8th note followed by a 16th note and then a normal 8th note.  

If you still have energy left, work into Chapter 2, Single Gracenoting.   This is a long 
chapter, so feel you have to get through in one sitting.   Or even two or three.   Remember 
“manageable components.”  

Just for fun

Try On Top of Old Smokey.   You may ignore all of the grace notes for the time being if 
you wish.   Don’t tackle the three note embellishment in the last line.   
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